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Bob Goudzwaard’s Critique of the Faith in Progress and
Christian Economic Philosophy: Implications for Korean Society

Z| 8 £ (Yong Joon (John) Choi)**

ABSTRACT

This study critically examines the claim of value neutrality in modern economics through an
analysis of the Christian economic philosophy of Dutch Reformational economist Bob Goudzwaard.
Through a literature-based analysis of Goudzwaard’s major works, the study explores the core
themes of his economic thought, focusing on his critique of the “faith in progress” and his concept
of economism. The findings indicate that Goudzwaard understood the economic system not merely
as a technical or institutional mechanism but as a cultural expression shaped by ultimate religious
commitments. He argued that economism, in which economic growth becomes an end in itself]
weakens normative responsibility toward human beings, communities, and the created order by
absolutizing development, productivity, and market autonomy. Furthermore, this study applies
Goudzwaard’s insights to the context of South Korea’s compressed industrialization and rapid
economic growth, While economic growth has contributed significantly to material prosperity, it
has also reinforced a cultural paradigm that reduces human flourishing to the logic of competition
and expansion. As an alternative, Goudzwaard’s vision of a “caring economy” calls not only
secular economic discourse but also Christian communities to reconsider the moral and spiritual
foundations of faith and practice. Although his proposals require further development at the level
of concrete policy design, his thought provides an important theoretical framework for promoting
the integration of faith and scholarship and for reorienting economic activity toward stewardship
and the common good in contemporary Korean society.

Key words: Bob Goudzwaard, economism, faith in progress, caring economy, reformational
philosophy
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SERHIZE Q] o] et BEZL vdHT /o] Het ME E3| o2 LojH 2 E (Herman
Dooyeweerd) 9] A4 H]H(transcendental critique)o] Zo] |5 Fi1 It TOHEEE &
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van te veel, Genoeg van te weinig(§ Bolx, Y& Hojx FH3t 1986), Hope in Troubled
Times(EZA2 Alt)e] 3%, 2007)= Ao AA AAjo] tigh Nk - de4 vjaiS 7
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= dFE0] 548t At R AE FAEH A (Joost Hengstmengel) S = HZE HES] 4
X A AT FLZNZES A B0 FH TFHY FEE B4R BiEA A}
2 P75kt (Hengstmengel, 2026: 99-121). st & 8-oJu9 Y (Roel Jongeneel)S 718 32| 74

Agke] R goll TeE Aot shRHFEEQLS] 3F Mes Tl A 7HAEH ] vt i
WA A SRS AXsIRT o]2f st =0 = SHRRHEET} L5t FA|E] FuA -
At} (Jongeneel, 2019: 220-244 ; Goudzwaard and Jongeneel, 2014.).
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J+= o ekst 71o] 3 (Abraham Kuyper) 7} 1879 ol A9 $h RES Y (ARP: Anti-Revolutionaire
Partij)¢] A7421 7to]5 ZHH(Dr. Abraham Kuyperstichting) 9|4 1959 5-E] 196674 L3}
T} 1 19679714 stdolA] RHEe-& A A3 o 1967HHE 1971971A] st oS AWl
I % dAEHEY st FAE 7t =l o 1986\ RE = HetHojA AMS] 23t dt
T 7IEAT7E1999d ol 2E|ste] A-fol o w42 E53Th

Jd+= 197560 FHE Y 715 GAAEFH(CHU: Christelijk-Historische Unie) % A =71
F(Katholieke Volkspartij)o] 3+ 7|57 (CDA: Christen-Democratisch Appel)©] 19801
o] A== g A outAT), & 1977d0] o] o] A7 AlEQl Niet bij brood alleen (W
o R o AthE 35 WA shATE 22 & ¥ ofZE(Van Agt) W29 B4l =M
Aste] 1980W o] AFYRITE Ul = MEAQl 7|5 al B89 QIHIH(EVP: Evangelische
Volkspartij) €] o]'d7}7F =]l ot Felo] E A= ket

T W2 84 23 ZAof tisf 7] 5ot *’3*1]—4 Aelo] thgt FEA 7] =0 AFRAMS
of =LA olupAEt =S ¢IAHrol 1992 vldte AbAk &4 7]AHRidder in de Orde van
de Nederlandse Leeuw) Zr9| S ¥orom 2011¢ vE&E 7jAlal A8 o8} (Protestantse
Theologische Universiteit) & ZF & ol[utA} &+9] & vFQITE 202413 49 209, 313FQ1 319 A H)|
Z 3}lold|(Huis ter Heide)oll Al 1= AAS {yT]

2. 3IRZHIZEQ| 7|5 ZH|Hst

1) 0|2 HiZ: 7Hsizo| Hst

SHE-ZHIEE = X2 AFS|AMSolM = B8 o Z-AEY(G. Groen van Prinsterer, 1801~
1876) (-8, 2023: 123-143), 7}o]H(A. Kuyper, 1837-1920) (X8, 2022: 187-205) 4 v|d
Q10 2 1940EFH 1945\7HA] Fel& AWd 222 (P.S. Gerbrandy, 1885-
e =9] Alskal E3)3 (D, Bonhoeffer, 1906-1945), 13] =0+ HA L
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o} ZaATE (83, 2008b: 105-131)0] o]o] AE =gt ARgThetuol A & 24t 7iE ds}
2} 2= 3 ol WA A(.P.A. Mekkes, 1898-1987)2] J&FS wo| HIITHE -8, 2025: 467-

498). SHXAHIEEE SoH|ZEV}F BE SHEA AfaLet 231o] T4 s Tedl A84 J
(transcendental approach) (Dooyeweerd, 1935-1936. 1953-1958. 1963 ; Kraay Trans. Vander
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o] 7| =n A Fa T2 e FEo) AAAP Y FAlo] At Z8te] Ao} ARE] Fxe] thet A
Z2 BT IS F xR AR 02 Eh(Goudzwaard, 1995: 36).

O ZoH|ZEY] o]2jdt S&S g e R, /EH HrolA AAINte] Al oz ] ALALE]
Of AA| ZAIS9] vi7gol thet FRQIsh F3H4], AAHA, HaH JEES A= ZHI2ES] ¢
2} o) 2o weh(F 85, 2024: 45-65) SFE-AHIEZEE #2419 A JLZ (normative structure
of reality), 3] A4 &2 115/ (normativity of the economic aspect), 123l FxH &
Alo] 2+ X (responsive character of created reality)S 23t Ak 19 7] =&
‘A o] 23} A2l A =H(De economische theorie en de normatieve aspecten der
werkelijkheid)” oA W&Hs] =2{dti(van Dijk ea, 1961: 310-324). wWetA 1= AA|SS FA
o g Az, AM I S, AR I TER] Aol 9] AR NTTEA AL AR ok
S 1= ALS] Tt A dibd o 2 elgslal e s £ 0 A AA S Zlo] BMsS }E}
AL AJ7bsl7] wiZoltk. oyt T EoH|ZE Y] A4 IS A1 9] Aol 488t the

il
A7 o129 BARE AT, 1A tishs T 712 WA B W ARss L 2
stth(Goudzwaard, 1970: 97).
T WS RE Q7] A BE-L ol AoRE shde B BE 4 itE A
3P Abgetehs shd o) el tieh oty etal et Fxd A4} gRA x4
Stth(Goudzwaard, 1970: 10-11, 168). Q3HE-2-of whEH AIAFS W0 2 FR T Qrh( . 1:1)
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ol24 Afale AR AHEH ol AY P E5o] ofUth e BE o]E4 AT Al 7HA] A9
2 AR oJ&3thal Hopth AA), o] 24 AfalE RS B OO AErh (o] 24 =
)7 BA, 449 7|0l Hi= A YL oltolA =71 AR, o4 AMR-E 7HssH|

e

o|Zo] g Ao| 24 (pre-theoretical) T, < =

r°1'

o
Sl
ot
m l
of
=2

-d
oL
ro
N
N
N\
o
o
o
oo
M




& SPRZHIZEO| TILHY I} 7|50 ZHHS 5= Afe|ol| Cigh efo|E SH22

74 e QL ol &t Bt deu EoH|2ES] BXo| mad, AR 7hEE =
A AA7} ofn] E4E A L] MElS A, A Asto] sladd, a8, 8%, 4
e 52 A HFE Qs &1, AL FA9 A S duisiehs S a3
Zoltt. ol2fet MEl2 Tttt ' B4 24 o] obzh, A4S A 728 54 Fder @
doh= T4 Y] }L;ifﬂ_OIE}.

G LY AR oflE 4 Sl A ®FT He BE v“’:i} 0‘5@‘—%31, H, iEiﬂ A
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g sheres) A%
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AH/7HA e Sl ARE SEA SRR AN, S, T o] 24 HF A" A7} o
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o —E—w B4 2 F91°] 918 4slof o0 *iWH, 1A% BAE o] WA B ¢
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| oA shezulaEe] AR AAST AGe das] HEH o s AR} of
U}, 8 850 241249421 842 sysis datx Agojat 8 4 glrk. Lol o A
AJ3] =2]8 19] ARAS Me A2 SR A4 ABE adetL, BE §Eo] 234 4
o SHsHs WS Ee

S
1] EAstE Fag] LU AT Y W] ZA|= o] sl ofof g,

o A8 AR A 7:‘1%]4 Zdzﬂ A sHA A7t =, o] 7ol o
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o] By il Qokal 243t (Goudzwaard, 19720 5; Dooyeweerd, 1958: 64 ; Goudzwaard,
1974: 98-131). L= AFSJA FEek AAA Aol tig 01316’? AGA FHo] AZFY A of
T A 2t HAof Belue ghow, XA FA|sAkel B o] (K. Galbraith, 1908-2006)
SF videh=o] mlEfsiatdd E2HF.L. Polak, 1907-1984) ] o EAHEolgtal Erh(Goudzwaard,
1972: 15).

AR AGS 10 T E A FEstA WA gk Aol tist £3-(Aid for the Overdeveloped West,
1975)¢] 8 FAo)7| = sit}. = o714 Mt =7kas At I g Bl 482
B SR QIopal ekt o) EEt A9k vl st 7)& W A Aol AUA|A] Arg
e .JUl?lE}(Goudzwaard, 1975). I A2 o)A, A, thSe] A= Asf, ouA] B A 7

Ean

, =54 BT S5 T o= ST diukstY, O A MR ARRF9] A= el A, AFe) 4
SHoA A& 7}L0W gom, dot &2 4 Bdg dpete A2 A= AU 23E =

S—i -1)1' I

Shtal 2] wiZoltt.
Aol T 7 ZA1S] 2 QS e, e AR [EeE FA] Aol Ad
158 A Q1 Jlof) et 4 WS, & WAt AR A ABate] = ¢tolA A 71&e T
&3l Aldol AR T yobd Aolgh= 370l 11 Floj kil #7433t (Goudzwaard, 1975: 3).
1 0|% O ‘s 7kH ] 7IRkE & 7]eT) A AATE 4] A BE FoAM FEFl T
S 1A P2kl 2ok (Goudzwaard, 1975: 4).

OIS TE EE AT (economism) 2til 2=, o= FAA =gt %, AE 5874
& AR kY] e 7|2 0 2 Aistete Al Aoy 2314 A AIAE SJnjsit), QAE o s
A S o] o ARV} Shakel A, BAA AdTt 7144 agol QI Pt A 24
29 AL 7HA &2 )= 7] AR o WA 02 ) Al A AL Aed W
Astar, “BAA XE7F 1 ot QI7to|u Ao s A b= FketA HHA 02 efgstal
AA 2 2Apsttkal APy 2kl 1 BASTHGoudzwaard, 1975: 13). 3H-Z2HIZE = 0]
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& SFRZHIZEQ| ZIE Y HIEH} 7|=0 ZHHs! 5= ALZlof thgh &ilS sS4 =
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™

| 2Fortt.

SHEZRIEE = AAA, 7164 g A AR 1 AA R ZRE Ao] o, 23]8 st
AN 9271 Euof & Fx4 %‘JZHE‘PE o] Aol Foigt Al
U 1 Ve BAE Sug T o fo] Wty elar Fagit) &, 27 1Al U
WA E FILOE BE ARG DRSS Auistd o) f@sidichks Aol L A3, A ALA
3lof “FH77o 1 2HERIL QlF= oA $-E7F B2 HAR2A 7]38AF o] 7|3kl ghof wit]
E 7S A R REE BAAE gl Loprkal v 2= Alo|tHGoudzwaard, 1975: 54). ©HE &
= v gl AFARIE BHE AR REsr 2= 7 BE oS S48 29Ya A

b 21 Eolle abEo] Z7|HE]al Qle 4 A= AoltHGoudzwaard, 1975: 30). FAITF AT gh
Ei” o g SoleH o] g1l AlgsiA doz obd Htel] gtk Aot wka] 1
olg|st A K 7y TSt Q7ke] A/l Tt o 718k Fa1 o, sfupdat Q17ke] A
QI AT gls AR AbolS] A= tiAsh7] wisoll Bl/d7d A o2kal B3t 1= HEE o
Aol A7F A7 Y716l gt o] gekal Fetrh &, Q17to] AAdof tist A7) RS Aol
gt A o= tiAIZ7] wZolt.

9] 74 2 SR A ARZ0)e} ABAMH(Kapitalisme en vooruitgang) oA aF-ZuHE
Ex Mt 28t Auih el S 519l 17 [Ko] Stof thet Wadt AFARS] 2o 84
QAR A0 Ato] o] T|AIE THREHA] AL 9] A& W AIZITHGoudzwaard, 1976). Z1of| u}
=, AR tfgh o] 2|3t QU A W32 A AT} #3He] EAo|Qitt. o= w89 WA, A}
HRO] A W, 18)al A 7|&e] HAlS 53 o] FH BV BRE FRO AR EA49] 2=
A s} fED ot gt W5elE oJujsit), o] A2 2|7} ofd ti7tE A E2G2te o] g
NRE AL Faljof T GAIgT) s A2 E= Aphlo] eist 7 & X*%@} st7] 918 o
¥} 28 ) 7HA] 2AE AABHGoudzwaard, 1976: xxii-xxiil,). A E Q17ke] AH k= FA|=
A w3tol A AR eds] AP Aol glom, 53] 4t F1 A A2 Aldiol] MR
SR o] 1B HEJEE AAZ Y] BE50 2 25 AAEJeH, 11 At 1A Alde)
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o4y AHEzl0] Wrle] AT Eat] U]A G AT FEFOZK, SEEHREL A
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ao] AFAREIo) chet Wrja] mAe] o] A&aIA Pk AL ek FAFOEN A
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P

(Goudzwaard, 1976: 13-14). QEF]4 1 o] o Est W F&h= ZHE (Immanuel Kant)o]
olaf] T EE] %, A T84 o)d& dAriAshe A &
Qo] FEFIOU YA} A= BFghebA] EsliA] MEHA 455 B He=t o] Ao HIZ &
Mg 7319 9712kl EoH 2 E = EA3ItHDooyeweerd, 1963).
S0 Agat 1 2514 At Atol ] JQIHAIE Aetr] Y, shRAuFEES QL o
d, 2 119 o] 24 - AHA 4L 7ke] TAE At Al 7HA] 71249 8B 7S AFst
(Goudzwaard, 1975: 14). 2, BE AP FE i A71AY ofH 9j2&E FollA] A4
Q FRA7HE Aisksto] ARtk 4, T A3 B AF2 shd 9] &/d(Imago Dei)ol2he 44

OIS BB A

o

w1

e AFAslal 2Hxl o] A7) 9A4F9] Ak (image of image) 0.2 W AL HAHCE Al 1 2
I} QIZHE o] SfjatH Aol wt ALY R E F/d3thE Aol o|#dt 12 ol ue} 1= At
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