rxIgfat 82 31(2). 91-115
https://doi.org/10.30806/fs.31.2.202606.91

HuH we|Zat FURLX]:
gflu[LIA| BRI R2|E FHeE

Missional Ecclesiology and Resident Self-Governance:
A Practical Theological Study Based on Emmanuel Levinas’s Ethics of the Other

2 91 Al (Young Shik Ryu)”
tH 7 5| (Kwi-Hee Bae)(wAIX{X}/corresponding author)

ABSTRACT

This article reinterprets the relationship between missional ecclesiology and resident self-
governance through Emmanuel Levinas’s ethics of the Other and the biblical theology of shalom.
Existing studies on missional ecclesiology have mainly emphasized the church’s identity, practice,
leadership, and publicness, while studies on resident self-governance have largely focused on
institutional design, participation, administrative performance, and social capital. This study
identifies a shared limitation in these discussions: the insufficient articulation of an ethical
grammar that explains why the church and local communities must respond to the vulnerable
Other.

Using a theoretical and integrative literature-based approach, this article examines Levinas’s
concepts of the face, asymmetrical responsibility, hospitality, substitution, and the third, and places
them in conversation with Missio Dei, the imago Dei, the incarnation, the command to love one’
s neighbor, Matthew 25, Luke 10, and especially Jeremiah 29:7. The study argues that a missional
church should not approach residents as objects of evangelistic expansion, recipients of religious
programs, or instruments of institutional growth. Rather, residents should be encountered as
concrete others whose dignity calls the church to listening, hospitality, public responsibility, and
shared participation.

Likewise, resident self-governance should not remain at the level of procedural participation or
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administrative cooperation; it should be understood as an ethical practice that protects vulnerable
voices, widens participation, fosters deliberation, and cultivates trust for the common good. The
article further proposes a practical model of “listening-hospitality-co-decision-institutionalization
of responsibility,” through which the church may participate in local self-governance without
religious domination or strategic self-expansion.

In conclusion, the convergence of Levinasian ethics, missional ecclesiology, and resident self-
governance offers a practical-theological paradigm for a community for and with the Other, in

which public discipleship is embodied through the pursuit of local shalom.,

Key words: Missional ecclesiology, Emmanuel Levinas, ethics of the other, resident self-
governance, hospitality, publicness, shalom, public discipleship
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