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An Inquiry into the Meaning-Making Process in Church School Bible Reading:
Focusing on Student Questions at Church A’s Weekday Bible School
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to explore how Bible school students construct meaning from their
questions during the process of reading and understanding the Bible. This inductive qualitative
case study analyzed a year of accumulated teacher logs from Church A's Weekday Bible School,
examining students’questions and their resolution processes to trace the journey of meaning-
making.

The study found that students asked three types of questions: (1) foundational inquiry questions
for factual verification, historical exploration, and symbolic interpretation; (2) deepened thinking
questions regarding logical reasoning, extra-textual assumptions, and the nature of God; and (3)
spiritual application questions concerning moral values, eschatology, and practical life application.
To resolve these questions, students engaged in three main processes: self-directed inquiry (self-
questioning), communal inquiry (peer discussion, information searches, and Al utilization), and
leader-supported inquiry (teacher and ministry staff intervention).

The findings indicate that students’ questions progressed from basic textual exploration to
advanced reasoning and spiritual application. Furthermore, students demonstrated an active role
in constructing meaning through self-directed and communal inquiry, moving beyond passive
learning. This study’s significance is twofold: academically, it extends the Community of Inquiry
model to the context of youth religious education and incorporates Al as a new variable. Practically,

by providing a concrete analysis of student questions and meaning-making processes, it provides
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critical insights for designing learner-centered pedagogical models in contemporary Christian

education.

Key words: Church School, Bible Reading, question, meaning-making, communal inquiry
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