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A Study on Christian Perceptions of Adolescent Single Parents:
Focusing on Exploring Church Support Measures

£ % 0f (Hyun-a Song)™
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ABSTRACT

This study examined the perceptions of Korean Christians regarding adolescent single parents,
assessed the current state of church support, and explored directions for future church-based assistance.
Specifically, the study identified the personal interest and prejudices held by Christians toward adolescent
single parents, compared them with their perceptions of the interest and prejudices exhibited by the
Korean church and society, and analyzed the interrelationships among these factors. Data were collected
from 236 Protestants nationwide through an online survey conducted in June 2025 and analyzed using
SPSS 22.0, employing descriptive statistics, cross-tabulation, and repeated measures ANOVA. The
findings are as follows: First, a substantial proportion of respondents reported having acquaintances
who are single parents or having direct or indirect experience with the issue. Second, a distinct negative
correlation was found between interest in adolescent single parents and prejudice; that is, higher levels of
interest were associated with lower levels of prejudice. Third, Christians perceived themselves as having
greater interest and less prejudice toward adolescent single parents compared to the levels they observed
in the Korean church and society. Finally, while respondents demonstrated a strong awareness of the
church’s responsibility and the necessity of support, they rated the actual level of current church-based
assistance as considerably low. Based on these findings, this study presents implications for church-based
support strategies for adolescent single parents in the Korean church context, along with the limitations
of the study.

Key words: Christian perceptions, adolescent single parents, church support, Christian
welfare
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