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Structural Gaps in Teacher Professionalism and the Reconfiguration of

Teacher Education Following the Institutionalization of Alternative Schools:
Focusing on the Case of Christian Alternative Schools

Z 2 M (You Jung Jang)**

ABSTRACT

This study examines the structural gap between the institutional recognition of alternative
schools and the absence of a systematic framework for teacher professional formation. Focusing
on the national teacher education system, the study analyzes the Teacher Certification Ordinance,
teacher professional standards, teacher education institution evaluation systems, and related
policy discourses to identify the teacher model assumed by the state. The findings reveal that
the national system defines teacher professionalism primarily as an institutional form based on
qualification requirements, course completion, and performance-oriented competencies, and tends
to frame teachers as professional practitioners who implement the national curriculum. In this
structure, elements such as educational purpose and teacher identity are not sufficiently addressed.
In contrast, alternative schools are grounded in specific educational purposes and philosophies,
emphasizing holistic growth, community-oriented life, and the integration of knowledge and lived
experience. This divergence produces a structural tension between the state-defined teacher model
and the teacher professionalism required by alternative schools, resulting in a structural gap in
teacher professional formation following institutionalization. Accordingly, this study argues for the
need to move beyond a uniform teacher education model toward a purpose-oriented framework

of teacher professional formation. As an illustrative case, it proposes a model of Christian
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alternative school teacher education that integrates theological foundations, disciplinary expertise,
and practical teaching competence. In particular, a multi-layered structure linking theological
institutions, comprehensive universities, and training institutes, along with multiple teacher
education pathways, is suggested as a feasible approach to achieving both alignment with national

standards and the holistic formation of teachers.

Key words: teacher education system, teacher professionalism, alternative schools,
professional formation framework, Christian alternative schools
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