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A Theological Examination of the Church’s Social Responsibility through
the German Church's Attitude toward Nazi Persecution of the Disabled
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the attitude of the German church at the time regarding the Nazi repressive
policies of forced sterilization and euthanasia programs for the disabled through a literature review.
Through this, it seeks to explore the essential social responsibility of the church from a theological
perspective within the context of a Christian worldview. The Nazi regime’s policies of oppression
against the disabled were the result of considering the disabled and the men- tally ill as ‘lives
unworthy of living’, based solely on criteria of ‘race’ and ‘use- fulness’. In response, most Christian
churches at the time displayed attitudes ranging from indifference to complicity and cooperation
regarding the Nazi re- gime's policies on the disabled. Three implications were derived from
these re- search findings. First, establishing a view of humanity that recognizes the ab- solute and
unconditional dignity of all human beings created in the ‘image of God’ is an essential element.
Second, the social responsibility of the church and Christians includes inclusive church ministry
rather than discrimination or seg- regation toward the disabled. Third, the core of the relationship
between the church and the state lies in fulfilling God's will through cooperation and re- spect,
while acknowledging each other's unique functions and roles within God's sovereignty and
authority.

Key words: Hitler's disability policy, social responsibility of church, church-state
relationship
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