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ABSTRACT

This study explores the possibility of integrating the conflict between liberalism and
communitarianism through the Jewish charitable tradition of Tzedakah and applying its
principles to Korean society. Tzedakah is not merely charity but “righteous giving,” under —
stood not as an individual choice but as an obligation of community members. It is an
ethical system that simultaneously demands individual rights and social responsibility.

Liberalism emphasizes individual freedom and rights, yet it can lead to the weakening
of community and the emergence of a moral vacuum. Communitarianism, on the other
hand, values solidarity and the common good but risks restricting individual autonomy.
Tzedakah functions as an ethical mediator that alleviates this tension and enables a balance
between rights and responsibilities. In particular, Tzedakah transforms the redistribution
of wealth into a moral obligation, emphasizes human dignity and self—reliance, and
strengthens communal solidarity.

Meanwhile, Korean society has experienced difficulties in harmoniously integrating tra—
ditional collectivism with modern individualism. As a result, individualism has often been
distorted into selfishness, while communitarianism has taken the form of exclusionary
group collectivism. Consequently, problems such as the weakening of public consciousness,
declining social trust, and collective selfishness have emerged.

In this context, Tzedakah offers important implications for Korean society. First, by
promoting a culture in which giving is recognized not as a choice but as a civic duty,
sharing can become part of everyday life. Second, strengthening corporate social responsi—
bility can contribute to alleviating economic inequality. Third, customized welfare systems
and public—private cooperation can help address blind spots in social welfare. Fourth,

revitalizing community —centered local networks can restore social solidarity and trust.
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In conclusion, Tzedakah, as an ethic that integrates individual freedom with communal
responsibility, can serve as a meaningful theoretical and practical resource for alleviating

the structural problems of Korean society and fostering a more mature form of democracy.

Key Words: Tzedakah, Individualism, Communitarianism, Jewish Tradition, Charity
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