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ABSTRACT

This article explores the biblical worldview and transformative work of Nikolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig
(1783 - 1872), who profoundly shaped Denmark. Grundtvig was a prominent Danish writer, theologian,
Lutheran pastor, poet and hymnist, nationalist, historian, folklorist, politician, educator, and philosopher. His
multifaceted career is comparable to that of Abraham Kuyper (1837 - 1920) in the Netherlands. As a social
entrepreneur and reformer, Grundtvig helped Denmark, then facing profound social and economic challenges,
emerge as one of the world's happiest and most advanced nations. Grounded in a hiblical worldview, he
inspired a new nationalist movement in the late 19th century, underpinned by his deep spirituality and
extensive study of national literature. His influence significantly shaped modern Danish national
consciousness. Moreover, emphasizing education for life and freedom, he introduced a new educational
paradigm—the Folkehgiskole (folk high school) —and empowered countless ordinary citizens through learning.
He also played a key role in transforming Denmark from a medieval serf society into a modern civil society
through land reform. This paper examines Grundtvig’s biblical worldview and transformative contributions
and concludes by discussing their potential lessons and implications for contemporary Korean society.
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