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Grassroots Democracy and Publicity:
From the Perspective of Public Theology

21 &t & (Chandong Kim)**

ABSTRACT

In the case of Korea, the Constitution declared democratic republic and sovereign residents
and operated the country according to the spirit of this law. However, it is difficult for sovereign
residents to actively participate in decision-making in neighborhood autonomy, local autonomy, or
regional autonomy due to the local autonomy system designed as a collective autonomy paradigm
even at the present time in the 21st century. One of the means for Korea to move toward a country
that creates leading innovation in human culture in the 2Ist century may be to express grassroots
democracy in the neighborhood autonomy system. With Korea also urbanized and more than 90%
of its citizens living in urban areas, how and where can grassroots democracy begin in a reality
where communities have disappeared?

The church community organization is the organization with the greatest potential to play this
role in the neighborhood autonomous region. Through Calvin's religious reform, the church
community taught theologically that not only the reform of faith but also the people of God should
actively participate as citizens of the kingdom of God and play a role of love and service in urban
government and national political life.

The Korean church actively teaches personal spirituality and faith through church education, and
discipleship training once had a great revival, but it was indifferent and passive in participating in
the world. Although the church community is encouraged to practice the structure and behavior
of the church community through the common assembly, presbytery, and general assembly, they

were indifferent to self-rule and democratic reform in the world country and community to which
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the church community belongs. They were immersed in individualism that did not practice what
they learned and experienced within the church in the world. However, although the world is
legal as a democracy, anti-democratic behavior using the law and anti-democratic perceptions of
the elite are emerging like poisonous plants. Accordingly, the church community should become
an active citizen who serves the small, enters the world's problems with the spirit of the cross of

Christ and shows the example of tolerance and love. This is the direction in which saints should
be transformed into citizens with public nature newly presented in public theology. Church
communities that actively participate in resident autonomy and active as leaders of the world
should be operated by church officials. Resident autonomy can be a legal space where grassroots
democracy can participate and practice. Instead of making this space no longer subordinate to the
control of administrative management, a common council of civil society should be created on the
legal basis, and through this, the self-governance of the reborn saints that was cultivated in the
church community should be practiced and activated.

In order to discuss this, Chapter 1 presents the limitations in academic studies regarding the
direction of grassroots democracy. In Chapter 2, it explores the potential insights that public
theology can offer for local and community self-governance. Chapter 3 analyzes the issues of
privatization in Korean churches and the emerging demand for public-minded solutions. Then,
Chapter 4 draws implications and suggests directions for new institutional designs for local and
community self-governance in Korea, based on discussions in public theology. Finally, Chapter
5 offers suggestions for expanding public-mindedness through the convergence of public

administration (local self-governance) and theology.

Key words: grassroots democracy, resident autonomy, public theology, Calvin, reform
theology
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