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Based on Christian Humanitarianism: The Path from ‘Transformational
Development’ through the ‘Memory of Receipt’ to Institutionalization
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to trace the formation of the normative identity of South Korea’s International
Development Cooperation (K-ODA) by integrating global discourse on Faith-Based Organizations
(FBOs) with the historical trajectory of Korea’s transition from an aid recipient to a donor country.
To this end, the research employs Bryant L. Myers’ ‘Transformational Development’ as its core
value, and utilizes Maurice Halbwachs’ ‘Collective Memory,” Paul Pierson’s ‘Path Dependency’,
and Gerard Clarke’s ‘Institutionalization’ as its analytical framework. The findings reveal that
the ‘Holistic Ministry’ practiced by early FBOs in the 1950s provided the experiential basis on
which a ‘Memory of Receipt’ was formed within Korean society. During the donor transition
period, this collective memory recurred in the language of policy documents, shaping a particular
path dependency for South Korean ODA. This path is also visible in the 4th Strategic Plan for
International Development Cooperation (2026-2030), which adds AI and culture as new priority
sectors while retaining health and education among its traditional areas of strength. This indicates
a pattern in which the means are renewed while the underlying purpose is retained. Taken together,
these documents form what this study calls a ‘Discursive Identity System, in which policy texts

from different periods share a common vocabulary and mode of justification. Ultimately, this study

* 20261 59 94 A< 9€ 104 HF47, 9€ 10¢€ AAEA
O] =12 2018\ thotyl; w8 7e} St A LA The) 2| QS whot S~
*% FLALOlZL ot 8kl (Busan University of Foreign Studies) T Wty
gwheok@bufs.ac kr

¢17:9](NRF-202551A5A8005820).
7ol BAAA 24T AR 485%7 65, D680,

2026.9 345



VEE

interprets the South Korean case as a process in which religious values, functioning as what Clarke

terms ‘Agents of Transformation’, have been translated into the language of public policy.

Key words: South Korean ODA (K-ODA), Christian humanitarianism, transformational
development, memory of receipt, path dependency
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