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Abstract

The Anti—Evolution Movement in the 1920s and
the Scopes Trial

Hee Joo Park(Myongji University)

In this paper, I will deal with the Scopes Trial that
was the most prominent creation-evolution controversy
in the twentieth century. Firstly, I will describe how
Darwin's theory of evolution was introduced to the U.S.
and how anti-evolution movement was mobilized. In
particular, I will explain how the anti-evolution
sentiment abruptly surged within the conservative
Christian circle in the early 1920s and how evolution
became a controversial social issue. Then 1 will
describe the sweeping anti-evolution movement and, in
particular, the passage of the anti-evolution law in
Tennessee which resulted the Scopes Trial. During the
Trial, the focal point was the confrontation between
Bryan who led the anti-evolution crusade and Darrow
who represented the evolution side. Lastly, I will
examine the impact of the Scopes Trial on the
anti-evolution movement and evolution education.

Key Words: Scopes Trial, evolution, creationism,
anti-evolution crusade, Willaim Jennings Bryan



