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ABSTRACT

Reconstruction of Liberal Art and Social Science
in Christian Perspective—An Attempt

Kuk—-Woon Lee(Handong University)

My aim in this article is to present an attempt to
reconstruct modern liberal art and social science from a
Christian  viewpoint. As the famous methodological
debates among philosophers and social scientists of the
last century showed, modern liberal art and social
science have had great difficulty and struggle in dealing
with the challenge of Enlightenment Rationalism or
Scientific Radicalism. | think that an attempt of
Christian reconstruction of them must start in this battle
field by understanding the difficulty and struggle in
Christian perspective. In Christian understanding, it is
commonly accepted that the world can be analysed with
three different relationships; (1) between God and
human, (2) between human and human, (3) between
human and the other creature. Each relationship defines
human concern that leads each academic inquiry; for
example, (1) normative the relationship between human
and the other creature. And, very interestingly, (2)
normative and factual concerns(sollen und sein) together
always lead academic inquiry in the relationship
between human and human where liberal art and social
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science locate, because human is believed to be created
in the image of God in Christian world view. If the
original co-existence of normative and social science
should pay attention upon the revival and development
of the forgotten methods in which human can bear
those co-existential concern together. For this purpose, |
request Christian scholars in this academic field to
concentrate on some academic trends in recent days
such as the Ethics of Others(Emmanuel Levinas), the
Autopoietic System Theory(Niklas Luhman).

Key Words : liberal art, social science, Christian scholarship,
Christian worldview, methodology, the ethics of
responsibility, the Other, system theory,
constitutionalism



