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ABSTRACT

The Role of Church and the current issues of

the old—age security system in Korea
Jae Hee Lee(Kyungwon University)

This paper examines the current issues with regard to
the Korean old-age security system consisting of
national pension, basic old-age pension and national
basic livelihood security program, thereby exploring how
churches can contribute to support of the low-income
old age people. With the income security level of
national pension being reduced according to the
schedule set by 2007 reform of national pension, the
income security level of basic old-age pension is not
sure to be increased as planned due to the global
financial crisis, which may result in more number of
vulnerable people being excluded from the coverage of
the public old-age security system. Moreover national
basic livelihood security program recently exhibits the
bottleneck problem caused by the shortage of public
service workers.

In such situation, | propose churches in a same local
community to form a organization for social relief
activity to help low-income old-age people so that
churches can supplement the government's delivery
system of public welfare service. With such a
community-level relief organization for low-income



old-age people, churches can play a role of provider of
information useful to selection and monitoring process
of eligible beneficiaries of national basic livelihood
security  allowances.  Moreover, by  constructing
partnership relation between community-level church
relief organization of different regional income levels,
churches can concentrate their relief resources on
relieving the most needy low-income old-age people in
a more efficient way.

Also | propose churches to consider separating social
relief account from ordinary offering account so that
the government may consider special income deduction
for offering used for social relief activities such as
relief activities for low-income old-age people.

Key Words : Old-Age Security System, National Pension,
Basic Old-Age Pension, National Basic
Livelihood Security Program, Social Relief

Activity, Diakonia



