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Abstract

Augustine's Historical Theory of Time

Sung Min Jang(Chongshin University)

The theory of time had been discussed by numerous
philosophers. ~ However the initial  representative
philosopher who had discussed time in a Christian
philosophical, theological perspective is Augustine.
Though his conceptions may had been influenced by
the methodological appropriations of prior philosophers,
that is, plato, plotinus, his core position does not
deviate from the biblical viewpoint. In this article we
will examine Augustine’s view of time in relation to
‘history.” Although there are various standpoints on his
view of time, the reason why we deal with the
historical theory of time, it simply does not remain in
a theoretical dimension, but rather a practical view may
be presented.

In this context, the present article will show that
Augustine's historical theory of time has thoroughly
excluded the humanistic and man-centered historical
view, while holding a redemptive viewpoint, in other
words a God-centered worldview that forms the
framework of creation-fall-redemption, and involves the
ethical view through the grace of God. Specifically in
the present article, we will deal with the God the
creator of time, the wuniversal fall of man, the
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restoration of human nature, the sovereign providence of
God who intervenes in history, and the attitude of the
life of a Christian in God's providential time.

Key words: mystery of time, creation, history, sovereignty of
God, christian life



