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Abstract

An Exploratory Study on Christian Social

Workers' Experience

Hee Soo Kim(Korean Bible University)
Hae Won Yang(Chongshin University)

The purpose of this study was to explore the
experience  of  Christian  social ~ workers  from
phenomenological perspective. Twelve Christian social
workers who had identified themselves as Christians,
and were employed at Christian social welfare agencies,
and had experience of direct services for the clients,
were interviewed. From the phenomenological analyses
suggested by Giorgi, 169 meaning units, 22 syntheses
of meaning, and 9 themes were derived. The themes
were as follows: identity as a Christian social worker,
social welfare as a Christian mission, relationship
between churches and social welfare agencies, Christian
social welfare in a public system, Christian views on
human nature, attitudes as a Christian social worker,
methods of Christian social work, relationships with
co-workers and the organization in the Christian
agencies, relationships with non-Christian co-workers.
Based on the results, discussions and suggestions
regarding Christian social welfare practice and research
were made.
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