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Abstract

The Meaning of Intellectual Pursuit for Christians

Young—Ahn Kang(Sogang University)

This paper raises a question whether or not intellectual pursuit is
significant to Christians and tries to identify Biblical and East-Asian
traditions with regards to this question and seeks the lessons which
contemporary Christians can learn from two prominent Church fathers,
Tertullian and Clement of Alexandria, who took different positions
towards Greek philosophy. It is shown that, though Biblical tradition
doesn't encourage intellectual pursuit so much as one can expect as in
Greek tradition, sincere and trustful faith in triune God necessarily
implies the use of mind and intellect and that intellectual pursuit has
a proper place in Christian faith. Discussion about two propositions
"God alone is truth"(Tertullian) and "All truth is God's truth"(Clement)
is resulted in my thesis that proper use of the word 'truth' is
applicable to God alone and all our use of it is either adverbial or
adjective. The last section is devoted to consider the meaning of the
Kingdom of God for Christian scholarship.

Keywords: Christian scholarship, Clement of Alexandria, faith and learning,
Kingdom of God, Tertullian



