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Abstract

Students' Understanding of The Integration of Faith and
Learning: An Analysis of Student Essays

Eun-Sill Rhee(Handong University)

One of the key features of Christian colleges and universities is the
integration of faith and learning. This study is to explore students'
understanding of the integration of faith and learning including
possible learning activities helpful for such integration, and perceived
influence of the integration.

Students' understanding of the integration varies widely. From an
analytic approach where premises and assumptions made for a specific
field were critically analyzed, the integration is understood as an
application of biblical principles to a content area and also as a
reconstruction of content knowledge from the Christian worldview.
Students consider exemplary figures and cases introduced during the
course to be the most helpful learning activity for their integration
efforts. Classroom discussions also enhance their orientation and
understanding of the content knowledge from Christian perspective. It
is also found that students' exposure to the integration efforts in a
subject area motivates them to continue such efforts in other areas as
well. Follow-up studies are suggested in order to examine possible
differences in integration approaches across subject areas.

Key words: integration, faith and learning, Christian Higher Education,
teaching methods



