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<Abstract>
Re-reading the Parable of the good Samaritan from Christian Philosophical Point of View
- From the robbed into the good Samaritan -

Kyung-Jae Lee (Baekseok University)

Interpreting the parable of the Good Samaritan, it has usually been said that the lawyer’s question
'who is my neighbor?’ was not answered adequately. This article, however, suggests that the parable
is rather designed to give a proper answer to that question.

The arguments of this article could be summed up as follows. Firstly, the question 'who is my
neighbor?’ is in fine to ask 'whom should I love?’ Secondly, it is your neighbor that is the one who
helps you when you are in danger and need. Thirdly, therefore, 'love your neighbor’ means 'love the
one who helps you when you are in badly need’, so the robbed, for example, should love not the
priest nor the Levite, but the Samaritan. Fourthly, seeing the good Samaritan helping another person in
need, the robbed, loving his benefactor, ought to assist him. Then, fifthly, the robbed was appeared to
the others in need to be a man like a good Samaritan. In fine, the message of this parable could be
read as follows; 'from the robbed into the good Samaritan.’

Key words : parable, love your neighbor, the robbed, the good Samaritan
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