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Abstract

The Study of Christian Influence on Korean Society
— Centered its projected appearance on the modern novels —

Ae—Doo Kie
Department of Korean Language & Literature(Ph.D,)

Soongsil University

During about 120 years when christian has settled itself down in
Korean history, Korean society has been under the rapid change. In
the political aspect, Korean experienced collapsed dynasty, colonial
age, Korean War, etc, during which Korea was separated to the south
and the north. Also, as having gone through the modern Confucian
system, enlightenment of period, and finally, modern democracy,
Korean has been under the cultural and political impact and also,
finally, it reaches the epochal revolutionary turnover period named as
the age of information from ago-focused business climate to industrial
capitalism in the economic aspect. This study aimed to examine how
Christian, which entered Korea together with the enlightenment of
period and has influenced on Korean society's change process, has
been projected on modern novels. First, this study found out the
ethical leadership (influence) of Christian replaced with Confucian
ethics at the first Korean full-length novel, "Mujeong" (1917), which
described transition period from the modern age to the present age.
And also, "Samdae" (1930) clearly exerted its political leadership
occurring from Christian against colonization through its describing 3.1
independent movement's after-episode. "Sangroksu" (1935) showed the
educational leadership from Christian rural enlightening movement and
"My cup run over" treated Christian a spiritual leadership to discern
what 6.25 Korean War meaned to us as well. "Bethesda" (1988)
notified us that Christianity was the practical subject as well as the
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source of Saemaeul economic movement's between 1960s and 1970s
and finally, “Portrait of Eric Tissue” (1990) reflected Christian
community as a kind of refuge occurring from democratization
between 1970s and 1980s. In other words, Christianity has leaded to
convert existing vertical ethical system to horizontal ethical system in
our society and also, it should submit numerous sacrifices for political
and economical independence under colonial age. Also, as treating
wounds of war through christian spirituality, it played essential role to
terminate military dictatorship as well as to lead economic growth.
Therefore, this study proposed the evidence on how much absolutely
Korean society has relied on Christian community's self-sacrifice,
devotion, and ethical leadership whenever it has been under the social
transformation climax through its appearance projected on modern
novels.
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<Bethesda>, <Portrait of Eric Tissue>



