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Abstract

Towards a Paradigm Shift of Sermon:

‘ . . ’
From Proclamation to Persuasion

Yon—Jong Kim(Dankook University)

It has been taken for granted that sermon is a proclamation. It is
because the preacher delivers the audience God's message. It reveals
that preaching is not a two-way of communication, but a one-way of
conveyance. Communication, however, prerequisites acceptance from the
audience. Persuasion, in this perspective, is a suitable way for the
audience to reach to the mutual accommodation. Persuasion is a
process which involves an agreement but not a forceful one. If you
want to persuade someone, you need to come close with desirable and
loving heart. The reason is that he/she reads the message only through
your sincerity. In simpler terms, the others open their heart if you
open your heart first and vise versa. A true persuasion is persuading
one's self, which means influencing in their own being. In this sense,
a best sermon is the one which helps the audiences to think, motivate,
and move them to take an action on their own self. This thesis is a
proposal that a sermon shouldn't just be an ordinary way of sending a
proclamation but a process which the preacher is able to persuade the
believers. In keeping with this notion, the idea of persuasion's concept,
premise, and method are proposed to change the idea of sermon
paradigm.

Key words: sermon, preaching, communication, persuasion, proclamation,
preacher



