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A Study on the Image of Christians in
Netflix Korean Drama ‘Squid Game’

Z 7l F(Jingoo Kang)**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze the image of Christians in Netflix Korean drama
<Squid Game> to examine what Korean society thinks of Christians and to suggest
alternatives.

The world-famous drama <Squid Game> features three types of Christian characters, all
of which have negative images. The first appears in the image of a hypocritical figure. The
second is described as the image of a believer who judges others and acts out of context.
The Third has an image of a self-centered evangelist who focuses too much on evangelism.

Such negative images are understood to reflect Christians that ordinary people face in the
real world, and are also consistent with the results of the Korean Church's social credibility
poll released by the Christian Ethics Practice Movement. In particular, it is similar to the
results of the Fermi Project, which studied the image of American Christians, giving the
impression that Korean Christians are becoming more like evangelical Christians in the
United States.

The image of Christians in the drama is subjective and excludes the reality of good
Christians. However, the influence of the image is so strong that it may cause obstacles to
missionary work.

As an alternative to this, we can think of three things. First, it is to try to live a life
based on the Christian Worldview by mirroring the negative image of Christians in <Squid

* 20234 119 8Y A4 119 20¢ HE44, 1€ 219 AANEA
2023 7| w MR AT FA8HET$] (2023, 06 10014 RIS =B 427, Hekst A9
*% AT 8L (Kosin University) 24, FARFIA] P 922 194, moviejinl@naver.com
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Game>. The second is to have a good influence on the church by serving the world's
neighbors in the public domain. Third, the church is interested in mass media such as
movies and dramas and sends Christian pop artists trained in faith to the scene. All of this

means correcting the dichotomy between faith and the world.

Key words: Squid Game, Netflix's Korean drama, the image of Christian, Unchristian, the
social credibility of Korean churches, Francis Schaeffer, Cultural Apologetics
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Table 1. Netflix’s original drama list showing negative images of Christians in Korea®
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The Consideration of Christian Counseling
about Well-Being Theory of Positive Psychology
-Focusing on PERMAS Model

4 2 X| (Soaji Kim)**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to consider positive psychology's theory of well-being from
a Christian perspective to reveal its acceptability and limitations for Christian counseling.
Positive psychology, which pursues a scientific approach to studying human happiness, has
changed the direction of psychology. Previously focused on problem-solving, psychology
now emphasizes growth and prevention. Positive psychology initially proposed the
authentic happiness theory with human happiness as its central theme. However, after
discovering various limitations within this initial theory, it advocated an expanded theory
of well-being. The theory of well-being aims at flourish, a life that surpasses momentary
happy and thrives continually. This theory includes the PERMAS model, which identifies
key factors influencing flourish.

Positive psychology offer significant benefits in the field of counseling, yet it is a
humanistic theory that requires evaluation and integration from a Christian perspective
before its application in Christian counseling. From a Christian perspective, well-being
and flourish are to live in relationship with God and actively participate in the expansion
of God's kingdom, and they should be addressed together well-dying. Furthermore, from a
Christian perspective, each of the PERMAS factors can be developed through a relationship
with God rather than solely through human effort.

Key words: Positive Psychology, Well-Being, PERMAS, Christian counseling
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